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UNHCR

United Nations
High Commissioner
fcr Refugees

The United Nutions Generui Assemoly
created UNHCR und gave 1t 3 mandute (o
protect refuyees una Nelp (nem resume normal
Jives s quickly as DOsSIDIe. S1ACE 1S SLabNSA-
ment in 1951 UNHCR hus helped more tnun
15 million of the worid’s uprooted.

Refugees. people who have rled their home-
lanas because of a weil-founded fear of being
persecuted for their race. reiigion. nationaiity.
membershio of a particular social grou or
solincal opinion, are UNHCR's first concern.
Persons uprooted by international or internal
conilict. or victims of similar than-made Cisas-
ters may 1ls0 receive relief wid proviged or Co-
orainatea by UNHCR.

UNHCR is responsible (o the General
Assemoly 10 which 1t re00ns eacn vear (rougn
the Economic and Sociai Council. The Assem-
biy elects the High Commussioner 10 a rive-
vear, renewable. term of Office. UNHCR heaa-
quarters are 1n Geneva. Switzeriana. There are
field orfices in 67 other countries. In 1954 and
1981 UNHCR was awarded the Nobel Peuce
Prize.

Crctacting Rights
ci Rafugees

A refugee s most exsentiai need 1y (0 recenve
asylum =4 country of refuge where necun live
in saiety. International greements Jssure nis
FIgnt 1o work, [0 education and freedom uf’
renigion und travel.

UNHCR promotes observance ol these rignis’
by encouruging governments

Mo udoot liberat usylum practices:

W10 1ntroduce laws 4nd 4dMINISIralve Oroce:
Jures 10 neip refugees join rully in the i
of their new country:

10 accede (0 1nternanional iNsiruments aerining
the legut status and basic nghts ol refuyees
1nd implement (heir terms:

Mo racrlitute tamily reunton.

UNHCR intervenes if necessary at tne
highest level when violations are reported.
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