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— Million Cranes for Peace
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— last year for the 39th comemoration of Hiroshi-
ma. Ploughshares itself decided to hold one
thousand cranes. Four or five of us started. They
said, “OK, Let’s do that.” That was very easy things
to do. So we took the thousand cranes for the com-
emoration. Someone said, “Why don’t we get a
thousand groups to hold that. Why don’t get them to
the world leaders.” So the idea was very spon-
taneous. We didn’t sit down and plan it. That is just
sort of growth. Actually we didn’t start the project
till February, so it is very new project.” We had the
hope to complete the million cranes in six months.
We were very hopeful. Actually it can go one more
vear and right now we had 400 participating groups.
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— We have to get a thousand world leaders that

was much more difficult that we thought, 1o get
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names, addresses, and titles. But the project spread
by itself.
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— Send to paper cranes to the world leaders,

changing circumstance, our project is not sending

cranes to Hiroshima, but we sent to the world lead-

ers, for instance, children in France are sending
them to leaders in US and Americans are sending
cranes to Russians, Russians are sending cranes to
India. An international project will be the best. . . .
Our goal is also the main stream project, having nor-
mal institutions, not just a peace group such as girls’
scout, Camp Fire, school districts take the project
and use it. Whatever regular institutions that deal
with children take the project. ... The positive
statement. So we can do something to do. very posi-
tive way, citizens to citizens project. Holding paper
cranes is very tangible, positive work and gives
hope.
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— We need some imagination now about peace,
need to figure out how we can work out details, we
need to solve those problems. I really like the crane
holding project. It involves with many people and it
makes world leaders asking them to use their im-

agination to have a more peaceful world.
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